FAQ:  Building Department

When is a permit required?

A permit is required for all work that is not considered normal repair or     maintenance.  Call the Building Department for more information.

Who can apply for the permit?

      Either a licensed contractor or the building owner can apply for a permit.

Is there a cost associated with a permit application?

Yes: permit fees are assessed based on the value of the work covered by the permit.

When is a licensed contractor required?

A licensed contractor is required for all permitted work, except that the        owner of a single family owner occupied residence is allowed to do any work within his or her residence that is regulated by Building Codes.

What happens if work is done without the required permits?

Work that is completed without permits can cause difficulty when selling or refinancing your property.  It can also lead to insurance claim losses if the loss is directly related to the work.

What happens after the permit is issued?

Inspections are performed for compliance with applicable Building Codes.  No work is to be covered until it is inspected.  Contact the Building Department for a schedule of required inspections.

How long does it take to receive a permit after the application is submitted?

Permits are usually approved within 2-5 days.  Permits that involve approvals from other Departments (ie: Health, Zoning, Wetlands) can take longer.

