Town of Somers
Meeting of Advisory Committee for Seniors
June 9,  2020
Virtual Meeting by Zoom

Present: Pat Bachetti, Jillian Connors, Steve Getman, Phyllis Gwilliam, Ailene Henry, Allison Maynard, Carol Sarrantonio, Joan Sizer, Tina Toohey, 
Absent: Dori Bynack,  
l. The meeting was called to order at 1:37 p.m. by chairman Allison Maynard.
ll.  Minutes of 3/10/20 meeting:  Tina moved and Steve seconded the motion that the minutes be approved as written.  Motion carried.
III.  Audience: Chris Boucher, Melinda Burnham, Christina Hurdle-Cenac, Florence Hurley
IV:  Correspondence:  none
V:  Old Business:  none
VI: New Business:
Covid-19 Update:
MOW:  After the March 17 shut down due to the Covid-19 epidemic, Human Services staff members, rather than volunteers, took on the task of delivering meals. Masks and gloves are worn with minimal contact with clients. Deliveries have been 3 times a week with one meal a day provided for 6 days.  Meals have been free to clients because there is sufficient money in the MOW fund. The number of clients has doubled. When the Hometown Kitchen restaurant was no longer able to provide meals, the Somers Public school system stepped up to continue three times a week delivery. Since June 1, Hometown Kitchen has resumed making meals. As of July 1, we will resume Mon. through Sat. delivery with volunteers delivering with appropriate Covid precautions.
Dial-A-Ride:  Since March there has been modified service: necessary medical app’ts only; one rider at a time; screening questions are asked at time of app’t and before clients enter the bus; seats are sanitized after each client and at the end of every shift the fire dep’t uses a sanitizing fog.
With the next phase there can be 2 riders 6 feet apart.
Partnering with Geisslers, the bus has also been used for free grocery delivery for seniors.
Door-to-door dial-a-ride service is tabled for now but not forgotten.
Tax Preparation: Partnering with AARP, Jillian is working to accommodate the people who were not able to have their tax forms completed before the shutdown.  Three people at a time will be allowed in using separate doors and separate areas of the Senior Center.
Summer Programming:
There is no time frame for opening the Senior Center for regular use.
Jillian and staff are putting together a summer edition of the senior newsletter.
Jillian is looking for a new provider for foot care.  Foot care will be by appointment only.
Staff are planning some virtual programming and a virtual coffee hour.
Staff has been in touch by phone with various seniors.  This has been much appreciated.
Allison expressed hope for the future and said that social services is slowly resuming office hours.
VII.  Committee Updates:
Senior Club:  222 members at present.
Outreach: Pat is sending birthday cards and greetings to MOW clients and asked for birthdays of new clients.  Christina will send these.
VIII:  Adjournment:  Phyllis moved and Pat seconded the motion that our meeting be adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted 
Ailene Henry  secretary
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