Somers Cemetery Committee
Minutes from September 11, 2019 regular meeting

1. Call to order 6:04 PM.

2.  Committee Members present: Patricia Loftus (Chair), David Morgan, Casey Biega,  Bonnie Kumiega and Tim Keeney.

3. Approval of minutes from the March 2019 meeting. There was no regular     meeting in May and no regular meeting in July due to lack of quorum. A motion     was made by Bonnie Kumiega to accept the minutes with no corrections, Tim Keeney 2nd the Motion.

4. Reports
A. Finance: See report from Brian Wissinger in the business office.
B. Investments: Michael Marinaccio reported on investments and reviewed correspondence from Thomas Forma from Morgan Stanley concerning the investments. It has been decided that the committee would review investments in this manner due to relocation of the business office of Morgan Stanley to southern CT. Morgan Stanley will attend quarterly.
C. American Legion-  No representative present.  
D. Sexton: Jay D’Aleo present.  Reported on lot sales.  There was a discussion on monument damaged by falling tree limb in Old West Cemetery. Jay has said he had no contact from family.  Patricia Loftus stated she was able to contact a family member and had given them options for repair.  Committee waiting on family to contact Jay.  
E. Landscaper- John Guzie present. Issues seem to be the flags and flag holders being moved. Cemetery rules state that flags and flag holders must be against the headstone. John reported that that is where his crew is placing them. Flags located incorrectly are adding additional man 
hours. They are hazardous to landscapers and vault company equipment and funeral attendees tripping over them.  Cemetery is looking into with the help of the American Legion flush to the 
ground holders. Committee discussed possibly limiting the length of time they can be displayed annually as most cemeteries currently do.

5. Old Business
A. Casey Biega reported that the review of the Cemetery Rules and Regulations are extensive. Requested 20 minutes at the next meeting to start the discussion. She requested that it be tabled to the next meeting
due to the need to address the Columbarium bids.

6. New Business
A. Todd Rolland from DPW reported that Mountain Tree Service had completed the trimming of bushes in Center Cemetery. Job was approved by Michael Marinaccio after discussion with First Selectman Bud Knorr.  Cemetery Committee did not participate in discussion cost is being paid
out of cemetery funds.
B. Stone Wall Collapse on Rt. 190 was discussed in March meeting and it was agreed that bids would go out for repair. There was no quorum in May and July. Committee Members Patricia Loftus and Casey Biega did see bids from only Basch Stone Masonry presented by Todd Rolland for repair or 
replacement of the wall in July, but due to lack of quorum no vote could take place. Michael Marinaccio with approval from First Selectman Bud Knorr went ahead with the $7,000.00 repair without committee approval and paid the vendor from cemetery funds. Committee members David 
Morgan and Casey Biega stated that they would have preferred the money had been spent to tear down and repair the whole wall so that this issue would be permanently resolved.
C. Todd Rolland of DPW and Somers Tree Warden presented a proposal to the committee stating that funds are available to add Pillar Pin Oaks to line the roadway on both sides of the entrance to Somers Center Cemetery. The cemetery committee liked the proposal but wanted to limit the amount of trees planted so as to not impede sight line into the cemetery or limit future grave spaces. Bonnie Kumiega made a motion to accept Todd’s proposal with slight modifications and Tim Keeney second. 
D. Todd reported that spigots in Center Cemetery were repaired.
E. Columbarium Bids
A. Michael Marinaccio presented a Bid Evaluation on the five bids submitted to the Town of Somers. One bidder was automatically disqualified due to not meeting the bid specifications requested.
The bidders were narrowed down to two bidders based on price, quality, value, experience of bidder and completeness of bid. It was determined that the committee would call a special meeting on Tuesday October 15th at 6:30 p.m. and invite the finalist so that the committee could ask questions concerning the product and installation and make their final decision. David Morgan made the motion and Casey 
Biega second the motion.

7. Additional Business
A. Consideration was given to changing dates of the committee meetings to a different evening and later time. All committee members are actively employed and most commute long distances to arrive in 
Somers. 
B. Committee members were asked if they knew of anyone who would be interested in serving on the committee. There is a possibility that one member may have to step down due to family obligations.
C. November’s meeting will decide 2020 meeting dates and times.

9. Adjournment: Meeting Adjourned at 7:47p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Casey Biega, Recording Secretary
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Minutes are not final until reviewed and approval voted on at the next regular scheduled meeting.

