
TOWN OF SOMERS 
Charter Revision Commission 

 
Minutes 

May 30, 2018 
7:00 p.m. 

Town Hall Lower Level Conference Room 
 

Ann Logan, Town Clerk; Commission Members Terri Henderson, Andy Rockett, Graham Van Keuren, 
Ralph Williams , Bob Chester, Teri Schmidt 

 
1. Call to Order 

a. 7:03 p.m. Meeting called to order by Andy Rockett, Chairman  
2. Approval of Minutes May 23, 2018.  

a. Graham Van Keuren made a motion to approve the May 23, 2018 minutes approved.  
Seconded by Bob Chester. Andy Rockett suggested amending minutes by striking first 
word “adoption” in 7-1 (b) Graham Van Keuren motioned to accept the motion as 
amended.  Bob Chester seconded.  All in favor. PASSED (6-0) 
 
Graham Van Keuren made a motion to strike “except those items” and add “the annual 
budget as endorsed by vote                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
” in 7-1 (a).  Also strike first sentence 7-1 (b) and add “prior to” endorsing in 7-1 (b).  Bob 
Chester seconded.  All in favor (6-0)  It should read as follows: 
 

 7-1. Annual and Special Meetings. 
(a)The Annual Town meeting which shall also be the annual budget meeting, shall be held 
within 15 days of the first Monday of May each year, unless changed by a vote of a Town 
Meeting or by referendum, to consider all items on the call. Except those items relating to 
the Annual Budget.  All items on the call relating to the.  The Annual Budget as endorsed 
by vote at the Town Meeting in accordance with 7-1 (b) below shall be voted on at 
referendum not less than seven or more than fourteen days after said Annual Town 
Meeting on a date set by said meeting; or if said meeting does not set a date, by the Town 
Selectmen.  Special Meetings shall be called by the Board of Selectmen in the manner 
provided by the General Statutes whenever they deem it necessary, or on application by 
fifty persons qualified to vote in Town Meeting. 

 (b) Adoption Endorsement of the Annual Budget to send to referendum shall be by vote of the 
Annual Town Meeting.  Prior to endorsing the Annual Budget, the meeting shall have the power to 
decrease any appropriation or item in an appropriation, but it may not increase any appropriation or 
item in an appropriation, or make any appropriation for a purpose not recommended by the Board of 
Finance 
 

3. Public Hearing Preparation 
The public hearing will be June 13th.  After tonights meeting a rough draft of recommendations 
will be put together by Andy Rockett, to be reviewed next meeting and finalized.  
 

4.  Subcommittee Report 
Terri Henderson, Ralph Williams and Bob Chester shared their subcommittee approach to 
reviewing forms of government and shared their research with commission members.  Ralph 
Williams put together a skeleton outline of recommendations (Elected First Selectman, 5 
member elected select board, appointed town administrator to handle day to day operations, 
staff reporting and other duties deemed necessary by selectmen)   
 



The subcommittee shared their research on elected/appointed town clerk.  It was the 
consensus of the committee to recommend appointed clerk if town administrator form of 
government is approved.   
 

5. Correspondence 
None 

 
6.  Adjournment 

Ralph Williams made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 pm  Graham Van Keuren 
seconded.  All in favor (6-0) 


