Town of Somers
Economic Development Commission
P.O. Box 308
Somers, Connecticut 06071

EDC Special Meeting Minutes
September 13, 2010
Somers Town Hall
Selectmen’s Conference Room

Call to Order

Chairman Lou Bachetti called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.. He reminded
the commission that this was a special meeting which is agenda items specific.

Attendance

Members present were Rick Cheney, David Reed, Bob Schmidt, Lou Bachetti.
Guest-David Pinney, Housing Authority.

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by David Reed and seconded by Bob Schmidt that the EDC
minutes of 8/2/10 be adopted as mailed. Passed unanimously.

Correspondence

None

Unemployment Statistics

David Reed reported on the Somers workforce unemployment. There is a
decrease in the number of Somers workforce members and a decrease in
Somers residents gainfully employed from 4,328 to 4,308 as of July 31, 2010.



488 Somers residents are unemployed and the unemployment rate has risen to
10.2%.

Way Finder Signs

Bob Schmidt reported that the way finder signs have been placed at the
designated locations in town. He expressed appreciation to the board of
selectmen and to the public works department for installing the signs. The way
finder signs identify the business districts and direct visitors to shops and
restaurants.

Business Directory

Lou Bachetti reported that plans are in place for compiling a 2011 business
directory. Jeanne Reed has agreed to coordinate the project and bids have been
received from local printers. The project will officially kick off October 1 and
completed directories will be mailed to each household by December 10.

Internet Communication Project

The internet communication project is nearing completion. The goal of the
project is to compile an email list of all local businesses so that the EDC can
utilize this form of communication to inform and communicate with businesses
in an efficient manner. The project will be complete by the end of September
and currently the plan is to house a secure EDC account on Yahoo Group with
approximately 270 email addresses.

Fall “After Hours”

Rick Cheney has received offers to host the fall “after hours” networking at local
businesses. He will follow up on the offers and plan a fall networking meeting
for the first two weeks of November.



EDC Activities Update

a. The Somersville project is progressing. The town has will let bids for
lighting, benches, sidewalks, landscaping, etc. in Somersville during
October. Bids will be awarded in December and work will begin in early
2011. The project is currently scheduled for completion in mid-June, 2011.

b. The Somersville mill is scheduled to go for tax auction Thursday,
September 23 at town hall. The commission discussed various options
available to the town in case there are no bids for the property. The
chairman thanked David Pinney from the housing authority for his
interest and assistance in helping to move this project to a successful
conclusion.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Rick Cheney and seconded by Bob Schmidt to adjourn
the meeting. Passed unanimously. Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m..

Respectfully submitted by,
Lou Bachetti for secretary Ron Elliott
Minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting.



