
Library Board of Directors 

Somers Public Library 

January 6, 2020 

 

Members present:   Lisa Gladysz, Mike Gruber, Dave Marti, Bonnie Mazzoli, Andy Phillips, Sharon Renzoni, 

Bob Socha, Shirley Warner 

Absent (excused): Gene Grayson 

Also present:    Jessica Miller 

 

Andy Phillips called the meeting to order at 6:35pm. 

 

Minutes from the December 9, 2019 meeting were presented and reviewed.  Motion made to accept:  

S. Warner; seconded: M. Gruber; abstentions: B. Mazzoli, S. Renzoni.  Passed. 

 

First Audience to Citizens:   

Todd Rolland of the Somers DPW presented the Board with a summary of the Eversource Small Business Energy 

Advantage (SBEA) Program whereby small businesses in Connecticut can receive incentive rebates and financing 

on investments in energy efficient lighting improvements. Prior to tonight’s meeting, he toured the library with 

Artisenergy Solutions, a qualified SBEA contractor, who performed an energy audit and provided a proposal for 

two different options for lighting upgrades.  Both options would produce an annual energy savings of 

approximately 65,000 kWh.  Option B had a lower project cost with a higher return on investment (22%).  The 

projected monthly savings is expected to nearly offset the monthly project cost payment, with an estimated pay 

back of less than 5 years.  Mr. Rolland reported that he has implemented this program in other town buildings 

with great success.  If approved by the Board, Mr. Rolland will submit the request to the town for consideration.  

B. Socha made a motion to proceed with Option B of the Artisenergy proposal.  Seconded by D. Marti.  

Approved. 

 

Correspondence:  The Board received thank you notes from library volunteers and staff members in appreciation 

of the Geissler’s holiday gift cards.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

The Treasurer’s Report was distributed and income and expense items were explained in detail. S. Renzoni 

noted that the checking account balance appears negative on the report as there is a pending transfer from the 

Schwab account to cover recent expenses. S. Warner requested that the Treasurer periodically report the total 

Board funds spent year-to-date as part of her report. The report will be filed for audit.    

 

Financial Business: 

Invoices were presented for authorization. It was noted that there are many Amazon purchases.  D. Marti 

suggested the library look into Amazon Smile, which provides a percentage of the dollar value of on-line 

purchases to non-profit organizations.  J. Miller will investigate. Motion made to approve the invoices presented 

for payment, S. Warner; seconded, B. Socha.  Approved. 

 



The December budget to actual report was distributed and individual items discussed. The report will be filed for 

audit. 

 

Committees:  Committee assignments were established as follows: 

Budget - A. Phillips, S. Renzoni, B. Socha, S. Warner 

Personnel - A. Phillips, S. Warner 

Investment - L. Gladysz, G. Grayson, M. Gruber, D. Marti 

Building Maintenance - M. Gruber, D. Marti, B. Socha 

Policy - L. Gladysz, A. Phillips 

Friends Liaison - B. Mazzoli 

Strategic Planning (temporary) – G. Grayson 

 

Building Maintenance – Following up on the lockdown drill failure last month, Sonitrol will be on-site January 7th 

to fix the system.  In addition, the library received a quote to install heat wiring along the roof line to avoid ice 

build-up in the gutters.  The Board took no action at this time and will further consider the best course of action 

with respect to the gutter system.   

Friends of the Library Liaison – B. Mazzoli indicated that the Friends did not meet during December.  The next 

meeting is next Monday, January 13th.   

Strategic Planning Committee – no report this month.     

 

Old Business:  None   

 

New Business:   

 The lighting proposal previously noted above. 

 The staff copy machine had been malfunctioning.  The system settings had been inadvertently changed, but 

all appears to be working correctly now. 

 The Somers Girl Scouts approached the library about putting a collection box in the lobby for donations of 

pet supplies.  The scouts are collecting supplies to donate to local animal shelters. The Board agreed to allow 

the collection box.  

   

Director’s Report: 

J. Miller reviewed the Director’s report with the Board, which outlined all of the activities, maintenance, event 

attendance, and programs that occurred at the library during December.  The report was accepted as presented. 

She also presented a synopsis of the Somers library prepared by the Connecticut State Library, which outlined 

interesting facts about the size of our collection, number of patron visits, program attendance, funding, etc.   

 

Second Audience to Citizens: None  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm.  Next meeting will be February 3, 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Gladysz 

MINUTES NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED AT A SUBSEQUENT MEETING 


