
   Somers Ad Hoc Strategic Mill Committee 

         Meeting Minutes – June 11, 2018 

            Selectmen’s Conference Room 

Call to Order: 6:05 P.M. 

Present: Bud Knorr, Brad Pellissier, Ralph Williams, Eric Ness, Jeff Bord, Courtney Hendricson 
(CERC), Tim Keeney 

Mill Update: Jeff Bord described how grade filling top soil was spread by bull dozer in May, and at 
beginning of    June site was hydro-seeded.  Jersey barriers will be placed at rivers edge 
just off sidewalk.  Along the walls of the river, a four foot high chain link fence will be 
installed.  The perimeter fence is scheduled to come down end of August  - beginning of 
September if the grass has successfully grown.  As to cost: with top soil in place, there 
remains $16,000 in the budget.   OF the recently received Brown Fields grant from 
DECD, 5% will go to CERC. 

Selectman’s Report:  Bud Knorr reported: No Town budget (tax payer) funds being used on this project 
outside of State grants.  He stated “We will not spend money we do not have.”  A 
request has been made through CROG for a $2,200.000 grant to improve the Maple 
Street bridge. The proposal includes 300 feet of wall improvements on both river walls, 
a five foot snow shelf where the sidewalk is now, concrete bridge and sidewalk 
improvements, a 60 by 8 foot overhang over the river which includes a sidewalk.  The 
Irish gentleman who did such great work for the Town in repairing the Black Smith Shop 
may be hired to complete the river wall repairs with brownstone.  The north side river 
wall where there used to be a bridge within the mill will be reinforced with concrete 
blocks.  The cost of river wall improvements is expected to offset with $95,000 from 
CGROG and $371,000 from the Maple Street Bridge project.  At the request of the State 
DEEP, boulders have been placed in the river to enhance habitat for fish. 

CCM Workshop:  Courtney Hendricson reported on a CCM Workshop held the prior week where 25 
people attended from Brownfields towns around the State to learn about the 
Somersville project as a case study.  Courtney relayed how she emphasized how Somers 
used the AdHoc Advisory Committee and public outreach to present its case.  One of the 
meeting attendees was V.J. Santini from Atlanta who was representing seven 
prospective investors. 

Mill Site RFQ:     Ms Hendricson reported the Mill Site RFQ will be distributed to a wider audience 
through the CT Department of Administrative Services web site.  It includes topics such 
as: Conceptual Site Plans, Financing & Ownership, Compliance with the Planned 
Development District  and Somers  Vision Statement and Selectmen’s Evaluation.  The 
new and improved draft language is available for comments and edits which should go 



to Bud Knorr within one weeks time.  The Town Attorney Carl Landolino will also review 
the language prior to going forward to the web site. 

General discussion ensued focused on ideas for prospective commercial entities who have either 
expressed interest or could be approached to inquire about interest in the site. 

 

Next Meeting:   September 10, 2018. 

Meeting adjourned @ 6: 45 P.M. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Tim Keeney 

Acting Secretary 


