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The meebing was called to order at §.10 PM by Morvey Swmith, Chairman
for the Somers Bosrd of Appsals, Somers, Conn, (There were over one
hundred in attendance). Notles for the meeting as advertisied wag
read by Nelson S. Walker, Sec’y of the Boswd, ALLl Board members wer:
pregent,

Morey Wo Smith, Chairmah
Nelson Welker, Sacly
William Halpia
Roy #illisr
i Kennath Prior
Mrs, Catherine R. Dressel was clerk for this meebing,

Mro Smith
"The Chalr wishes to state that inagauch as this is an appesal haviug to
do with the soning of the Town of Semers and that the Fair would be held
within the confines of the Town, only thoge people who are tax payirs

Or eletiLors~-yhich are voLers--can have anything Lo say forr or againsh
k i

this appeal, with the exception of the ofiicers of :
hgsocistion, 4 sghenogrephic veport of this mesting is being made,”

Mir %&hlon Avery- what i yowr position in the Four Tovrn Falr iss
tion,

i

e T
Do

e Avery— "1 am President of the Four Town Fair this 3 N

Mr, Smithe "Your job ig to run the Fair aud find a place Lo bave it
-~ (27N ¥ + " T
held, etec, Why did you pick this place on Battle St."

owner wishes Lo

A

Mr. Avery- "One other section was turned down- as the
sell and did not wish to rent.”

Mr, Smith- "Have vou renbted this land on Battle St. Have you ozid fov
ipy? ’

Mr., Avery- "We hawve rented ite and paid for it,®

Mr., Smithe YHag the Fair been advertised in the cetalogs kaown as the
Connecticut Lssocistion of Fairs,

)

fir, Avery. "Battle St. has been ligted as the land on which the Fair
o 1
[+ ]

will be held -~ and has been advertised throughout the State

lr, Smith- "You have made every reasonable effort Lo find other places
that would be suitable, but without snccessit

Fro, Avery- "Y¥ag. we were satisfied with this one when we found ibe-
inspecled it last winbter and agein this spring. 1% vequires almosh
25/30 acres for the Falr, parkiag, ste., and we have &% in this one
}oto I would like to ezll 1t to the special attention of the peopls
nere that this is just a temporary variance we sre asking for a matier
of ten days at the most., That giveg us time bo set up our midway,
lgnd surveys, ehbe., concessions--which eatall a lot of work. YWould
also like to mention this is free labor-~everything dons for the Fair
18 1¥ree, exXcept for the secretary and treasursr, who get a small
sala:ry and have to work the year vound, The rest of us are just
for that year and our business euds when the Feir ends,

on
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"You might be interested to know we are insured with the Bridge
Insurance Agendy, Inc,?
CBl!
Al Ty

Mr. Mahlon gave the insurance coverage to M Smith who read 1% to

ir»
the group:”
Frow the Bridge Insurance Agency, Inc., 9 School 8v., Hazardville, Conn.

July 23, 1956
PO WHOM 17 MAY CONCERW:

"Phis is to certify that we are placing Public Liability and Property
Falr o bg held

Damage insurance for the forthecoming Union Agricultural Fai
in Somers, Cont., on Sept., #5=26, 1956, This insuremce will be written
in the emount of $30,000/$500,000., Bodily Imjury limits, and $25,000,
Property Damage protection, Yhis insurance will cover all of the time
that the grounds are undor the carw, custody and/Br control of the Soecle
THE BRIDGE INSURANCE AEENCY, iNC

. G )
Sipned- J« Edward Stimson, Treasurer- o

31

Mr, Avery- "Most of the people in Town are well acquainted with The

Four Town Falr and it does entail a lot of the 4H work. We have a
beautiful riding club in Town that will participate in a special parade
on Tues, afternoon, This club practices thoughout the yesr, exhibiting
in other places. That is just one strong point and  we feel our falr

is forbunate in having svch an owtfit in Town. It also gives every
organization in Town & chance to earn some money for their organization--
for having floats in the parade, competing for priszes, food,;booths _
of any deseription that are legal on the grounds, to make money--

For instance, the last two years the Fire Dept. hes put on eating standge-
one is Hazardville and one in Ellingtom, and both years 1t has earned
between three and four hundred dollars takenm in clesr. It means a lob
of work for some of them, but it is well worth it, '

"Mhis is primarily an agricultural and educationalFair. There is the
"Boys? and Girls™ Dept,” A number of years ago that was incorporated
under Special Dept. iow get out a special premilum list which was

given to the schoels in the spring-- showing everything that might be
interesting to the young folks. For that department there is & special
tent 35 x 90~-for the Boys? and Girls’ Dept. Also erect same size

for the adults showing--sach Grange in the four towns puis on a
wonderful display of beautiful cooking, fancy work that is done by

the grange members; also includes grange rituval work, whatever they
can do in public--which is another feature and well enjoyed by all

four townsg,

"We have a large farm machinery display, which.is naturally more
interesting to the farmers than to others, bubt pertalng to our wel-
fare, prpoviding our food,

"Il gpoke a little while ago on the parade, New features this year

Tues. afterncon when the Falr opens. Regular parade that has heen
held every year comes on Wed, morning at 10 o'clock, That is seb up
here in town by Maleolm Keery, Parade Chairman. He has three sub-
chairmen under hime<Mr, Qlmgted is one--I caq;p remembeziéggaéﬁaég*two -
but provisions must be made for the organizations~-prov 00

the ?loa%s, etc., for those that wmarch, including the music, biﬂdss
fife and:drud corps=<which are as wmany as wWe are able to procurs,

/.




e have what we call the midpay--rides, merry«go=cound, ferrlis wheele-

as & general thing, one or Two amall rides for the childven and probably

& chelivpwing. Thode are ell down the center igle and concesslons are

built eround iv. As Tar as we have been able to chieck, Lhe cowing

Fsir will heve ail of thessz on the grounds.

wve tesporarily located ouwr official packing,
of the Associstlon, Sujib., @G0.;

w oweyy yaar donated Dy ong of another cf tha
phe sscerebaryls offise, Lelephone inghallae
tion, b, 111 cover the fair grounds.

#Perhaps you would be inberested in the police coverage. We
aet up en agreement with the hsad town constabls to eogage the

[re Ry

of oubside consbebles, We exyect we will have at lezst B

on the grouvkds at all ti ? eh ths day, up unkil 11 Telocks e

and Trom 1i cfclock at ud ths worning, there will be just
PR el Sl .

nait

Cay,
2 from

. o yan
nOB2Y WD

tuo, end three will coms
Sunday evenling, ¢ CONG 2 x
State police protection, ¥h ia not ye
heve to know the exach groands, Koy
They will handle all of tha treff:

atreet and also he on the fair gr

1,

1%,
that is off the
vears past vie

have besn w2ll covered witnh polic ori,  This yese wa do wxvaeh
e part of iv, we «an cocbainly
. :

i -
crowds--maybe an incrsage--but on tne polic
guarantee that we will have complete 8

it might be well to stabe that wost of ug xnow apecifically that  in
vears gone by, the land has been well clesned up after the faills
Rubbish of any kind is removeld very carefully, That not only includes
the fair grounds, but the highway lesading to and from the fair ground,
411 litter is clesnsd up. Thosz thiags are standard procadurs, Rothing
to last vear or the year before. They

gset up this year has been added I
this yesr,

addsd new things which are very nise and will be continusd

8 auy proparty dawage done, we are covered by dnsurance.

[

UL there

Whnyone who has visited the Teir in previous
b, L think that will

love it-~-and believe ia 1
My, Chairman,®
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Mr. Smithe &Mr, Kibbe, your only part or iatevest in this iz in renb-

ing this land,”

W

3 K

Mr. Kibbe- TThat is ny only interesst.
o > 2 o k-] L) o o

Here Tommy CGalbraith asked for the floor and spoke on the "Doodl abug™
Contest that is held=—and has besn held for four yeard. The entvies
are homemade and work is started months ahead. My, Galbralth ques-
tioned the right of anyone to btall them that the Fair could not be

held on the grounds selected by the Committee.
a o o ] & o a o o

M Gmithe WNo anv of the officials wish %o make any statement now."
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#r. Herr: "as all of you know, 1

1000°% in length. That gives & mldway
We get our meney out of
ap old home day for ost of us
the gtreebs on folks Lavwnge=1t £
o 16T, Iave béen
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found the most suitable lot and w2
Lell youw a little hit about the layoud
where the driveway fgo-right inside th
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would run well east from that driveway
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Wr. Horace McKnight! I am the treasur
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Mr. Stiles: "My neme is Dounald Stiles. I live on Battle Jt., 8bC.
(Mr, Stiles! asbatemsnt is &ttacned as part of the racord).
o a [+ L] e ] Q Q <
the Fair wish to augwer any of

"o any of the officers of

Mr, Smith:
g objectiong:®

thege 7 or

Mr, fverys "I you w

Objection No. Ro
precedent whic
carnival spot, or amusenent 8ites
nWherever a varlance

Mr. Smiths
se and that particu

particular purpo

ould read each itew, as you go alo

We Teel that this varlian
h could establish this a
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lar time an
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ed, may set a
Ffair grounds,
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as a vegular
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it is allowed for that
d reverts to where it
brand new matter snd

was before. Anything elge coming up would be

might not be granted."

Objection No. 3. nGuch an enterpriss in a residential area is a
auisance and deprives abutters of their rights to peace and privacye

Mr, Avery: MHight

in the Four Town Fair or ot

gay that 1 would agr

nolse which you might congider a nuisance,
her clvic procedures.

ge with him. You will have
if you are not interested
When we have had the
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stravberry Testival, just as an example, we get noise, plenty of noise~
just as we get with dancing on the streebw-there is no objectlon Lo any-
thing--we all get btogether to help, but we will have nolse--—we cant
control that., Otherwise, though, the rest of ”the‘nuisanceﬂj if you
please to call it that, can be and will be very well controlled,
Objection No, 4. This ares does not have adgeuate fecilities for the
proposed use,
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1s to decide.®
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Wy, Siiiths M™Mould be axiomatic
vG Somers

Bvjection No, 5«= TheFair would create the worst trafiic X
& to handle even

has ever sxperisancad, due o the inadaquacy of Battle 5%,
iws rormal flow of traffic.

Mr, Avery "Mmare will be no "on the street parking’allowed--will be

off the street entirely. WNo parking signs will be placed all along the

in this request,

Cbjection No, 6, There i3 ro nead or hardship present
because other wmore suitable areas are available in the four Soims in-

volved,

Thisa

"Tha Town of Somers is involved orce svery Im BT H,
L1t rots from one toun to. thglcther and. it must be Neld in the Tows
in which it is sed. to be to nold thair cherter--as L undergtand it
unlesdg gome Uadine flood or something of that sort wmight drive us oub

and discountinve for that yvear. As I undersbtaand it, it is our duly to
supply this land on a svitable site. #r. Neelans end Mr, Herr vigited
land with me and I would rote-neither would eithec one of them~--gelact
any let without the approval of the Falr issociation. If there are
other lots in the Town, nobody has come forward up to this time--until
vesterday one man offered me his land free of charge, but there ig no
entrance sultable for traffic to bthat laad , There is one sntrance
through his own property but it is not paved for a driveway and per-
manent entrance., There is a sbeep hill to geb to thet lot. The lot
itself, while I have not ted it--I know there is good lavel land,
i

yigld

and at the same time this veawr, there is corn on a good share of 1%
and in order for us to nave i+ for the fair to begin to work--it would
have to be cleared much before the corn is ready for harvest., Other
years in other townsg, cropped lande--mostly tobacco land 1s harvested
early jand grassed to keep down the dust as much as possible, IT

there 'is land in the Town that people would like to donate to us-=1ib .
certainly has been advertised long enough that the Fair was coming Tl
Town /for them to offer their land, We would have been very glad To
have. tham tell us of it so that we may keep it in mind for the future.
T won't be president of it in another four years--may not de in town
o fur as that goes--but someone elss will have that opporvunity.
Certainly if we expected opposition, we would have tried to gel some-
thing more agreeable and keep averybody happy. We need the cooperation
of people in town--we need it and have to have it "

Objection No, 7: We have not been able to getl & satisfactory'gnswer
as to who will assume financial regponsibility for any damage Lo our
propecty, direct or indivect, as a result of the Fair,

:

#r, Averv: "Mr. Chairman, I think the letter grO@ the Bridge lns?rance
Agency will amswer that legally in all ways. If it does not, I will

alaborato. —ef
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Vv, Swith: "It covers lnsurance on the groundg-~want to_lknow whether

or a0t it covers Mr, Stiles LY there should be damnagéw- This is a reasons

able aqnestion,

nee covers all demage directly caused by the Fair, "

Mr, Neelans "the insura
over the policy once again.

Mr. Neelans made this stabement after looking
° a a ] o a o

Mr., Aldom Avery: "My name is Aldon Avery and I am Chief of the Fire
Dapt. 1 rmight say that so far as fire protection is concarned, the
Fair will be well covered in all ways by fire protection. Any shand
that has amy combustible material in the stand or uses £lame on it
if required to have extingulshers, gbe., t0 provect themselves and
everybody else. We have a new fire truck coming into town shortly
which will be stationed at the Fair Grounds and we will have trailnad
fireman on duty at all times. The buildings and all parts of the Failr

srounds will be protected from five."

Mir. Sanford Lincolm; ®I am in favor of the applicatlon being granted,
T was sware of a complaint belng made and offered a piece of my land
fvoe and gratis., I am aware it is only a quarter of the size needed
and it would have to cut down the Fair. We wouldlike to have you uss
it with a little inconvenience rather than have the Fair move from

Town.

Mr. Stewenson: "Would like to say first of ail I am 100% in favor of
the Fair, Have been to it and uy children have been to it and plan

to enber this year with some exhibits, ebi. I am more concerned with
Lemporary variance. Temporary variance would make it possible for
anyone to have it no matter what type of circus, horseshow, dogshow,

was wanbed. Bven a bingo game in my nouse-~if it were for a good

cause, would probably grant it, I think 1T does not apply to what you
have seb up in your zoning Plans or laws in general. It is- just like
saying "everybody can vote," but this election you caunt,." That is

the urux of the whole probles. If you can graant this variance, then
anyone can expect a circus, dog show or anything glse can be pul 1in a
residential area, There are other areas ir town more suitable than thet.
T notice That in your Zoalng Regulations Pg 13, Business Pigtrich,
speeifically say you cant have & circus, etc., even in a business dis-
trict. TYet you want to put this type of thing in a zoning for homes--
which I think is wrong. I would still like to see bhe Fair in another
location is possible--because if thig goning regulation is up=~to=date,
the one I have is Jan. 1, 19551t would seem Lo me since that date, the
Fair Committee would have had ample time bo find a location in other
+Tan @ residential area. <That is the only tnlng T Fear aboul temperacy
zoningmﬁnet“result;—nafresidential area. LI you allow it fov this,
someone else can come along and have it doneo '

Herr: "Is that a residential area up there.m

Mra

in this town: Ll. Residen-

Mr. Smith: "We have three types of zoning
s residential. Right, e,

tial; 20 BLISiI’leSS el 3° Everythi:ag—he"l—se i
Galbraith.® VeI gLt ts
T

Mr. Galbraith: VRight, Mr. Chairman."”
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Mr, Galbraith: "Hr. ceman- §odon't want to bave thig aisconatiued dn
any wey. Tha remarks L malks do not come frow the Zoalnz Board itoelf,
it is my own personal feeling on the matter, The Fair has_bgen_an es-
vablished old home dey in Sou 5 for LLS years, It nas never neen
conplurad & Comust i anher I expest nack in the old days when
it was esbablisned, thers weran’t a greal wmany places Lo £ avd the
farmsry & f a season could get together in a kiad of & cele-

)
bration of the year's end on the farm. It was a regulay communilty get-
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Fogetn&ro e, over Lthe Vears, reve meen the Feir come and 3o, They
have always clesns wecially wall and to my knowledge thors nsver
hzs been @ny disbiur oY A ions B8 the

: : anw unplaasant gliua
FPoir--snd it is definitely ap old-home day. People coi
en from Czlifornia--to come up and down the streevs ©
b

0

= o
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=
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associations, In fact, if vou go te the Four Tawn Falr, ol
e 0 : FLL;; Shaborin Lot protl

i
pragiically everyone you, gver knews e s
hag~-15 charbered by tHe Hnte.. . lhe—chalber guarantess rhe Falr Asscoistion
to hold the TFair 1

[FEY edcn of the Four‘ToWﬁso“MGhaybernwabmapp;ofgd July Qn
18670., ebe. 3LC,

ring, Boys ond girls
il OF GOmBeTLTLIN.
latest improvemanta on fermmeehinesy BNGe , BO

sdurcational situation for adulss and minors
(1

as belng favoratle Lo the Fair because 1 don s
anwore will bes unhapoy apout tha glhuatlon,
of the hooths are run by tihe orgapnlzstions in town--bhe vl :
and the schools have them, lHockville derives a great dazal of
income to sand their senlor class to Washingion from one of Lhss
Many crganizations benefiv by this feir, ALl L can do is Ze on record as

being in favor.”

o L o a 2 [

Kockusll Haleomb: "I am not objecting or approving-~greept on LEMOOYATY
weprispee thet iz being talked aboub. 1 woule 1ike to know now FoU C&u
hold it in the Town without a femporary varience. According to the lavs

=

we have, there is no place in Town that you could have 1L without &
genporary variance,

Anna Wargze: My name is Anna Warga. 1 1ive in Somer
o

v ge W20 L0 B0

here, evc, L am in favor of the Fair, I do now agre i
il
a

X
azree winh
shat traffie will block all of Battle St. There will bhe no §
gigns, It will He no wWorse than a shor® time ago whean Mrs, Stiles
neld some sort of & women's club meeting at her nouse and L couldn’w
get by to get dewntoun,”

Erarett Worthington: ™on’t sse how they are golng to gev WD 30—

would have Lo b g 0t

arrangad to pipe a line right Lhede

Mr, Averyi- Ve have a Lemporay

of this lznd with Rebecea Connell and her sister, abhel Coges
know can be finished providing we have this land--for entrance Lo g0
from Main St. over their property and properiy ovned By George Devige.
making &n entrance rignt theu the lot waich joilns the Iot we are

to hold the Fair on. We will have a vemporary roadway for the
days ot the Fair--while we ars setting vp we expect to use Batitle Sto,
as all traffic is permitted to., During the two days of the Fair, we
expect 1t will be set up as a_one-way street from the Fair Grounds down
here to the center. People living on that street will be allowed to
go contrary to traffic to reach their own home, We believe this plean
after it is worked out-~and we feel sure that it can be--will helo %O
ralee core of that traffic hagard, Nr, Chairman~-l have & pztition here

v ageeement pending on the procurement
v, that 1
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that I would like to submit to be read.”
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Mr, Stilesg e, Chairman- [ don't believe it{ ne
1 can ses the number of signers.”

4 to his own opinlen=- Will not

Mr, 5m1+l H¥r, Stiles is entitle
read it"

Mrs. Liancoln: I would 1ike %o hear dte--we heard Mr. Stiles] ready ten

PRI .

The petition was read,

Mr, Liptoa: Back when I went to school they taught us in civigs that

all laws were mads for the benefit of bh@ wa jority . There are time

when small groups may sulfer from the lawg--and L think this is & cass
party may suifer

in our towa in this oartlculﬂr czse, one pthlﬂiiﬂ'
Tor a few days but the majority inm town and the taree surround;ng towas
will benefit from 17T, Being in the agriculiural field--I think 3t is
becoming the wisdom of your Board to act on this petition favorably,

’?:?

M, Galb;ai;‘ "1 think there is one poiat I weuld like %o Lring u
The point has bheen mads it might SSaanleh g @“Q"Cdﬁnt for a circu a,
gte, Tto come on %o thilg lot, I would Xike to make it plain that lnase
mach as I am for the Fair--I would be just as much agelinst a ecircus

or commercial enterpriss coming out on the lot as I am “for the Fair,"

Mr, Avery: ®Mr., Chairmac, I don't think that we need to press any more,
think we have Cbtablldﬂbd our ¢ase I think that we have shown the

he a desirable~~and has even been admitted by the opposition.
don't f'eel we have too wuch opposition. I siancerely hope they will
wish %0 slgn up with me in complate agrs nent° That is the way we

like to work, As I chougnt it was necessary, I got & few names and
could have procured perhaps 2 thousand to a petlLvo In gccolng

those few names, I received ounly three paople that dlU qou wish %0
gign--but not because they were against the Falr., In fact, one of them
has &pokon here tonight, The other two, in full agreement w1th the

Fair- had sympathy regarding those close by,
Here Mr, Avery named the residents of Battle 3t. who did sign his
petition-e

Mr, Smith: "This will close this part of the meeting. The Board will
hold an executive session. Inasmuch sg the Falf is not held until
Seph., ofuinar¢3y anyone objecting or wlbhing to get court action
Jgaln the opinion of thisg board, providing it is not what they wante-
cannot get an injunctidn uantil you are hurt. You cant get hurt until

the Fair starts. "

R4 o o a o o o [:]

\

It is with regret that we accept the reaignation of Mr. Nelson Walker
as a mewver of the Zoaning Board of Appeals. Mrs. Catherine Dressel
has been appointed by the Selectmen and replace him and act as secretafy

for the Beard,
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execubive session end unenimously
gignatione~with maclh regredo

Hanbers present:
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The mesting was adjournes
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this is to advise you $hat Bhw Bonars Zoning Poard
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Somers, Connecticub

July 9@, 1956

To the ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, Town of Somers,

The following appsal for Temporary Variance in Zoning is vpresented

by the FOUR TOWN FATR ASSQCIATION,

The Four Town Fair Association through its President, Mahlon Avery
and with the land owmer Everett Kibbe ask for a temporary variance in
zoning for land on Battle Street,

This land is on the south side of Battle Street, Bast and South of
the residence of Mr. and Mrs.Donald €. Stiles,

This temporary variance is asked for from September 19 th to September
29th, inclusive, 1956,

The purpose is to hold our 118th Four Town Fair on this lot - a
cherished institution by all residents of the four towns, which form the
dssociation, A clean-up of all refuse and repair of all damage to any
property directly caused by the Fair is guaranteed.

The Fair Association carries a large insurance policy covering all

activities on the grounds of the Fair,

The Four Town Falr Association

Preﬁidént

Land Owner




