
Town of Somers 

Legal Notice 

Board of Selectmen 

Charter Revision 

Public Hearing 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Somers will hold a Public 

Hearing on Thursday, July 26, 2018 at 6:00pm in the Town Hall Auditorium, 600 Main Street, 

Somers CT so that citizens may be heard regarding charter revision and/or general comments 

related to the charter.  

 

Dated at Somers, Connecticut his 18th day of July, 2018 

 

Board of Selectmen  

C.G. Bud Knorr, Jr. 

Kathleen Devlin  

Timothy Potrikus  

 

Publication date: Friday, July 20, 2018 

 

Town of Somers 

Board of Selectmen 

Charter Revision/Public Hearing Minutes 

6:00pm 

Lower Level Conference Room 

 

Call to Order: First Selectman Knorr called the meeting to order at 6:00pm 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: All members participated in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Members Present: First Selectman Bud Knorr, Selectmen Kathy Devlin and Tim Potrikus via 

Teleconference, CFO Michael Marinaccio, Assistant Finance Director Brian Wissinger and 

several interested residents. 

 

First Selectman Knorr welcomed everyone and opened the floor for comments regarding the 

Charter Revision proposed changes.  

 

Time Welch 168 Mountain Road, Somers, CT 06071:  

Mr. Welch shared his question/concern -  how would the Town benefit from a Town 

Administrator vs. an Elected Official, he feels things are working well they the way things are 

now. Mr. Welch also commented if Somers does decide to move to a Town Administrator, he 

fears that Somers would be a stepping stone for the individual just to get the experience here and 

move on to bigger town. Mr. Welch questioned what the added value would be adding a Town 

Administrator and expanding the Board of Selectmen.   

 

Ralph Williams 42 Springfield Road, Somers, CT  06071: Mr. Williams Vice Chairman of the 

Charter Commission wanted to clarify one point – the Commission did not propose a Town 

manager we were asked to consider a Town Manager. The Commission recommendation was to 

have a Town Administrator officer to oversee the day to day operations and have the directors 

report to that person. The Board of Selectmen would expand with the having the First Selectmen 

do the things necessary at the State level. 

 

Stephen Getman 19 School Street, Somers, CT 06071: 



Mr. Getman agreed will all the proposed charges having the Town Clerk being appointed, 

Expanding the BOS 3 to 5 and a Town Administrator, he agreed that Somers would be a stepping 

stone and the individual would move on in a couple of years.  He agreed with combining 

Planning and Zoning, Mr. Getman Commented volunteers are difficult to recruit. Mr. Getman 

thanked the Charter Commission members for all the work they did.  

 

 

Ralph Williams commented that whether the Administrator is here for 2 years or 5 years; 

this individual will want to have this on their resume and do a great job.  

 

Andy Rocket 20 Blue Ridge Mountain Drive, Somers, CT 06071 

Mr. Rocket Chairman of the Charter Commission commented there is no correct answer. With 

respect to the Administrator position be a stepping stone, no one could answer that, it could 

happen. With having an Administrator professional person, the commission felt it would be one 

step removed from the citizens, and that’s why the Commission proposed First Selectman would 

remain the CEO of the Town. Mr. Rocket commented on Planning and Zoning; he understands 

it’s difficult to get volunteers and the Commission discovered that the way it is currently set up 

having 2 commissions is working just fine. Mr. Rocket explained that commission will not be 

offended of any decision made by the BOS. 

 

Mr. Knorr made a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing at 6:14pm, seconded by Mrs. 

Devlin. The motion passed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


