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Town of Somers

Public Hearing Legal Notice
February 24, 2011
6:00 p.m.
Somers Town Hall

The Town of Somers will hold a Public Hearing on February 24, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall
Auditorium, 600 Main Street, Somers, CT 06071 to act upon the following:

1. Toamend Ordinance 172 establishing Hearing Officers and increasing fines for non-removal of
snow and ice
2. Toamend Ordinance 192 to establish parking ban and increase fines for parking violations.

Full text of the ordinances is available to the Town Clerk’s office and on Town website.

Dated at Somers, Connecticut this 2™ day of February, 2011.

Board of Selectmen
Lisa Pellegrini, First Selectman

Joseph Tolisano, Selectman
Kathleen Devlin, Selectman

Publication Date: February 03, 2011






Chapter 172

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town of Somers as follows: Art. I, 2-21-1989 by the Special Town
Meeting, effective 3-20-1989. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES
Driveways -- See Ch. 104.
Vendors, hawkers and peddlers -- See Ch. 196.

Vending and sidewalk, tag and auction sales -- See Ch. 198.
Subdivision of land -- See Ch. 213.

ARTICLE I
Snow and Ice Removal
[Adopted 2-21-1989 by the Special Town
Meeting, effective 3-20-1989]
~ 172-1. Purpose.
The Town of Somers, in order to protect and ensure the safety of the residents of the Town of

Somers, does hereby adopt this Article requiring the removal of ice and snow from public sidewalks
in the Town of Somers.

~ 172-2. Definitions.

For the purpose of this Article, the following words or phrases, except as hereinafter otherwise
specifically used, designed or defined, shall mean, include and be defined as follows:

OCCUPANT -- Tenant or any other occupant.
OWNER:

A. Owner or agent or representative of owner, person, estate, private corporation or any
other legal entity.

B. All owners regardless of number or interest.
PREMISES -- Any tract, parcel, lot or other subdivision of land within the town, with or without

buildings thereon, that adjoins or fronts on any public sidewalk within the town or borders or adjoins
any street, square or public place within the town where there is a public sidewalk.





SIDEWALK -- Any public sidewalk, whether paved, graded, planked or raised or improved in any
other way.

~ 172-3. Duty of owners and occupants; time limit for removal.

A. It shall be the duty of every owner or occupant of any premises within the town where there is a
public sidewalk to remove or cause to be removed from such public sidewalk any and all snow and
ice within the following time limits:

(1) In the case of snow, twelve (12) hours from the time the snow has ceased or stopped falling.

(2) In the case of ice, twelve (12) hours from the time conditions which have caused the sidewalk to
have ice upon it or to be covered with ice have stopped or ceased to exist.

B. In any case or situation where the removal of ice is impossible or extremely difficult, the
owner or occupant shall cause such public sidewalk to be made safe for public travel by covering
the same with sand or some other suitable substance.

~ 172-4. Penalties for offenses.

A. Whenever any owner or occupant of premises, as herein defined, whose duty it is to remove snow
and ice or to otherwise make public sidewalks safe for public travel, as herein provided, shall fail,
refuse or neglect to comply with this Article or shall otherwise violate any provision of the same, said
owner or occupant shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined as provided herein.

B. All such violations shall be prosecuted by the Hearing Officer and the fine upon
conviction shall be as follows:

(1) Not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.) for each violation.
(2) Each twelve-hour period of failure, neglect or refusal to comply with the provisions of this

Article shall be deemed a separate violation for which there shall be a separate fine.

C. There shall be joint duty and joint liability on the part of all in the following situations and for any
violations of this Article, and each one concerned shall be separately fined upon conviction:

(1) Where there is more than one (1) owner or occupant of a particular premises upon whom
the duty is imposed to remove ice or snow or to do any other thing provided for in this Article.

(2) Where there is an occupant or occupants in addition to an owner or owners of a particular premises
upon whom the duty is imposed to remove ice or snow or to do any other thing provided for in this
Article.





~ 172-5. Action by town; liens.

A. In the event that any owner or occupant of premises, as defined herein, shall fail, neglect or refuse
to remove snow or ice from any public sidewalk or to make any public sidewalk safe for public travel
or otherwise fails, neglects or refuses to comply with the provisions of this Article, the town, upon
such failure, neglect or refusal, may remove any snow or ice from such public sidewalk or otherwise
make it safe for public travel.

B. The expenses of such removal or other necessary action shall be a lien upon the premises
concerned, provided that the town shall cause a certificate of lien to be recorded in the office of the
Town Clerk within sixty (60) days from such removal or other necessary action.

~ 172-6. Adoption of statutory provisions; liability.

The town hereby adopts the provisions of Section 7-163a of the Connecticut General Statutes and
hereby declares that the town shall not be liable to any person injured in person or property as a result
of the presence of ice or snow on a public sidewalk unless the town is the owner or in possession and
control of the land abutting such public sidewalk, other than land used as a highway, street,
right-of-way or similar public thoroughfare.






Chapter 192
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town of Somers as follows: Art. I, 1-10-1983 by the Special Town
Meeting, effective 2-25-1983; Art. 11, 9-19-1983 by the Board of Selectmen, effective 9-30-1983.
Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE |
Operation of Motor Vehicles
[Adopted 1-10-1983 by the Special Town
Meeting, effective 2-25-1983]

~192-1. Purpose.

The purpose of this Article is to control, regulate and, where necessary, prohibit the use or operation
of motorized vehicles within certain areas of the Town of Somers.

~192-2. Definitions.

As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

MOTOR VEHICLE -- Any machine powered by a motor of any size, whether the same is
transported upon ties, wheels, skis or tracks, and regardless of the number of ties, wheels, skis or
tracks.

OWNED BY THE TOWN OF SOMERS -- Land owned by the Town of Somers, whether the
care and administration of the same is relegated to the Board of Selectmen or the Board of Education,
and shall also refer to those areas adjacent to town-owned roads within the right-of-way.

PROPERTY -- Synonymous with "real estate,” "land" and "designated areas™ owned by the
Town of Somers and may be used interchangeably.
~ 192-3. Restrictions on posted property.

No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon land owned by the Town of Somers which has been
clearly posted "No Vehicular Traffic Allowed" together with suitable language of the authority

posting said sign or signs. This restriction may be limited further as to specific times of restriction as
determined to be appropriate.

~ 192-4. Authority of Board of Selectmen.





The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Somers shall have the authority to designate the places of
restriction, the times of restriction, the placement of signs of notice of restriction and the number of
signs to be placed.

~ 192-5. Penalties for offenses.

Any person violating this Article by operating a motor vehicle upon land of the Town of Somers
prohibited by designation of the same in accordance with this Article shall be guilty of an infraction
and shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each offense.

ARTICLE Il
Parking
[Adopted 9-19-1983 by the Board of
Selectmen, effective 9-30-1983]

~192-6. Time limits.

No vehicle shall be parked beyond the period of legal parking as designated by the Board of
Selectmen of the Town of Somers as set for that area on any street or off-street parking area in the
Town of Somers.

~192-7. Commercial vehicles.

No person shall park or leave unattended for longer than one (1) hour any commercial vehicle on
streets in residential areas in the Town of Somers. A "commercial vehicle™ is hereby defined as any
vehicle designated and used for the transportation of merchandise or freight or of employees of the
registrant when engaged in the business of the registrant.

~192-8. Temporary bans.

The Chief Executive Officer of the Town of Somers is authorized to declare a parking ban thereby
temporarily prohibiting parking in any area where in his/her opinion it is necessary to facilitate the
removal of snow, the construction of public works improvements and other good and sufficient
purposes. He/she shall give notice of such temporary prohibition by placing suitable signs at said
designated area.

~192-9. Winter parking.

No vehicle shall be parked or left on the traveled portion of a street or highway so as to impede
normal plowing / salting operations and the free flow of traffic one hour before, during and
four hours after the termination of a snow or ice storm.





~192-10. Fire lanes.

No vehicle shall be parked in any area of any parking lot capable of parking ten (10) or more
vehicles, whether public or private, which is designated by sign or ground paint as a fire lane.

~192-11. Penalties for offenses; impoundment of vehicles.

A. Any person violating any provision of this Article shall be fined the sum of forty eight
dollars ($48.00) plus a fee of two dollars ($2.) if paid within seventy-two (72) hours of the
issuance of the notice of said violation and the sum of seventy three dollars ($73.00) plus a fee of
two dollars ($2.) if paid beyond seventy-two (72) hours of the issuance of said violation.

B. Any vehicle involved in a violation of this Article may, in addition to the fine prescribed in
Subsection A above, be removed and conveyed by or under the direction of the Somers Police
Department by means of towing or otherwise to a place designated by the Chief Executive Officer of
the Town of Somers. The owner of any impounded vehicle shall be duly informed as to the nature
and circumstances of the violation on account of which such vehicle has been impounded and shall
be liable for the costs incurred as the result of the removal and storage of such vehicle.

C. In any prosecution of proceeding for the violation of any provision of this Article, proof of the
registration number of any motor vehicle therein concerned shall be prima facie evidence that the
owner was the operator thereof.

~192-12. Conflicts with statutory provisions.

Any provision herein which is in conflict with the Connecticut General Statutes is hereby repealed, it
being understood that said statutes shall take precedence over this Article.

~192-13. Amendments.

This Article is amended under the provisions provided in Connecticut General Statutes Section 14-
251, as amended.





